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This department welcomes brief notes and article-length manuscripts. The former may 
include announcements of contemplated or ongoing projects. information on doctoral theses 
in progress or completed (writer. title, institution, supervisor, and available information on 
completion time), proposals and questions, and requests for assistance. Announcements of 
individual research projects. including theses, are very important to avoid awkward and 
wasteful duplication of effort. Articles will ordinarily describe projected. in progress. or 
completed large-scale projects involving one or several scholars and should follow the same 
standards as other articles. 
Paul du Bois-Reymond 
By Debra Robertson cd J. J. Cross 
Mathematics Department, University of Melbourne, 
Parkville, Victoria 3052. Australia 
The work of Paul du Bois-Reymond was important in the development of analy- 
sis during the late 19th century in Europe and in the early 20th century in Austra- 
hii, particularly for the theory of Fourier series and the practice of heat conduction 
in the work of H. S. Carslaw. We are currently working on a comprehensive study 
01’ his life and works. As part of this study we intend to document: 
1. A complete bibliography of primary and secondary sources relating to him, 
ir eluding correspondence. 
2. The relationship between Paul du Bois-Reymond and Karl Weierstrass. 
3. The links between du Bois-Reymond’s work and that of Georg Cantor. 
4. The background to the Second Mean Value Theorem and its uses. 
5. The philosophy of du Bois-Reymond and its relation to his mathematical 
work. 
Because of du Bois-Reymond’s efforts in helping found the Deutsche Mathe- 
rr atiker-Vereinigung, and the range and number of his academic positions, we 
shall present the man and his work within the broader framework of the scientific 
rrilieu of his time. At its broadest, our intention is to present a view of the 
n athematical climate of Europe during the late 19th century. 
We welcome comments and advice. 
157 
0315-0860/85 $3.00 
Copynghf u IYX5 by Academic PEW. Inc. 
All rights of reproductwn in any form reserved. 
